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Problem: Oregon State policy 
mandates for evidence-based 
mental health services to receive 
funding.
But whose evidence?



Solution: Employ a 
practice-based evidence 
approach to identify best 
practices in a real world setting.
Used community-based participatory, culturally inclusive approaches to 
understand and seek understanding and knowledge
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The Relational Worldview 
Model (Cross, 1997)
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Problem: How to both honor 
community-identified outcomes 
and recognize White western 
funding obligations.
Whose values are reflected in our evaluation tools? 



Solution: Crosswalk 
community-identified outcomes to 
Western grant mandates
“Walk in both worlds”





Crosswalk (2010)

● Project Officer approval

● Created a case 
assessment tool for youth 
services using NAYA’s 
variables (the ones in the 
horizontal axis plus the 
ones in red).



Lessons Learned During the Process

● Community-based research takes time: “Move at the speed 
of trust”

● Putting White Western definitions of “success” to the side 
and listen to what matters to the community

● How to frame questions: “normalizing behavior”

● Learning different ways of thinking/understanding the cultural 
milieu.



Continued Reflections

● Talk about colonialism and abuses in research

● In our academic writing and conference presentations, the 
researcher story was centered. Do better.

This experience continues to shape our work. 
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