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What is a covenant?

e A provision in a property sale that limits the buyer’s use of the property
e Often “runs with the land,” meaning that it’s binding on future buyers as well

e Not all restrictive covenants are racial, many still legal

Source: Legal Information Institute, Cornell Law School


https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/restrictive_covenant

Warning

Racist and outdated language coming in next slides
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THIS INDENTURE, Made on the 265th day of May A. Do One Thousand Nine Hundred and ten (1910)
Ra c I a I c Ove n a nt by end between Henry B. Scott and Leonora Ce Scott, kis wife, by Ve Fo MoFarland, her attorney in
fact, of the City of Burlington, Towa, perties of the first part, ami Nels A. Anlerson of the
Connty of Henwepin in the State of Minnesota, party of the second part:
VITNESSETH, That the said parties of the first part, in consideration of the sum of Five
Hundred Twenty-rive and No/100ths (8525.00) Dollars, to them paid by the said party of the
second part, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, do by these presents Grant, Bargein,
Sell, Convey and Confirm, unto the said party of the second part, bis heirs am assigns, the
following described Lots, Tract, or Parcels of lamd, lying, being and situate in the County of
Hennepin and State of Minnesota, to-wit:
The East One-half (Eek) of Lot numbered Five (5), in Block numbersl Eleven (11), Seven

Oaks Acres, Minneapolis, Minnesota according to the recorded mp or plat thereof on file and of

The party of the second part hereby agrees that the premises hereby conveyed shall not at

any time be conveyed, mortgaged or leased to any person or persons of Chinese, Japanese, Moorish

Turkish, Negro, Mongolian or African blood or decent. Said restrictions and oovenants shall run

?
|
|
|

them are broken by the grantee herein or his heirs or his essigns, then and in that case this

conveyence shall be void.
It is further mutuslly covenanted that the premises hereby conveyed shall not ut any time
be conveyed, mortgaged or leased to any person or persons of Chinese, Japanese, Hoorish, Turkish,
Negro, Mongolian or African blood or descent. Said restriotions and covenants shell run with the
land end any breach of any or either thereof shall work a forfeiture of title, which may be
enforced by re-entry.
TO HAVE AND T0 EOLD TZE SAME, Together with all the heredftements and appurtenances thare-
to in enywise eppertaining, end the said Henry B. Scott, one of the parties of the first part does
| covenant with the sast party of the sscomd pert his heirs and assigns, as follows: Thet they are @
lavfully seized of said premises in fee simple, and thet they have good right and pover to gramt |

i and convey the samej that the same are free from all incurbrances whetsosver except special install-, 1

ments of taxes, if any, levied, but not paid and that the said party of the second pert his heirs

and assigns, skall quietly enjoy and possess the same: and that the sald parties of the first part

will VARRANT AND DEFEND the title to the same against all lawful claims.

IN VITHESS WHEREOF, the said partles of the first part have hereunto set their hands and &l
seals the day and yeer first above written.

Signed, Sealed and Delivered Henry B Scott (Seal;
in Presence of Leonora -C Soott Seal
' E R Eanbold by WeFe McFarland Atty in fact,

. Bdwin J Smith




DEED RECORD—86

nnesota Uniform Convey

Edward Vandersluls and Louise

Filed for record this .....28th . wtlay of...O0ctober. i
T e A BT W IAST0 clock....... Au M.
> Capl W. Grewe.snd Ruth. M. Grewe.. i ThOB...NLedzielskl . oo Register of Decds.
N759&2.... hugbend and wife By ... Deputy.
This Iudenture, Made ois..... 2750 day of ....0gteker , 1941,
| between. Edwerd. Vandersluis. and. Louise Vandersluls,..his wife
also.known.as.Ed Vanderaluis
. of the County of Benton and State of .Minnesota part Les...of the first part, and
Cari-H..Grewe.end Ruth M. Grewe, husband.and.wife
of the County of ... Benton... and State of .}Minnesata... wy partics of the second part,
Witnesseth, That the said parties. ... of the first part, in ideration of the sum of =====

One.Dollar d.other. valuable.consideration —zs=ms==x
| to......them. in hand paid by the said parties of the second part, the rec
JLO ULlle pPlLace UL Veglulllip; RUSSEESIUN SHEXL UE EIVEN VO™ Gralfvees NUVelper Ldu, LyoL, ILuv™
lLided, that this deed 1s glven subject to the restrictive covenant of the grantees that for

itwenty five years after date sald premlses shall not be sold, leased or rented or occupied '

by anyperson of the negro, orlental, semitlc or Indkan races, or who has the blood of any of
lsald races (except as limited by present laws or treaties) and that saild premises shall be ‘
used only for reseidential purposes.

— —— DOEEARS,

pt whereof is hereby acknowledged, do. hereby Grant, Bargain,

ided, that this deed is glven sul

ct to the restrictive covenant of the grantees that for
twenty five years after date said

remises shall not be sold, leased or rented or occupled
by anyperson of the negro, or'i_e:‘ 1, semitic or Indkan races, or who has the blood of any of

sald races (except as present laws or treaties) and that sald premises shall be
used only for reseidential purposes.

Ta Have and to Hold the Same, Together with all the hereditaments and appuzienances thereunto belonging or in anywise appertaining,
to the said parties of the second part, their assigns, the survivor of said parties, and the heirs and assigns of the survivor, Forever, the said parties of the
second part taking as joint tenants and not as tenants in common.

And the saic

. part. les....of the first part, for themselves, thelir heirs, executors end administralors do covenant with the said parties of the
second part, their assigns, the survivor of said parties, and the heirs and assigns of the survivor, that they. ore. ... well seized in fec of the
lands and premises aforesaid and ha ve. good right to sell and convey the same in manner and form aforesaid, and that the same are free from all

. And the above bargained and granted lands and premises, in the quiet and peaceable possession of the said parties of the second part, their assigus, the 5
survivor of said parties, and the heirs and assigns of the surcivor, against all persons lawfully claiming or to claim the whole or any part thereof, subject
i o e of AN o iomod the eaid nart L €8  of the first vart will Warrant and Defend.




Ds No noxious or offensive trade or sctivity shall be csrried on upon any lot
nor shall anything be done thereon which may be or become an annoyance or nuisance

to the neighborhood.
E. No persons of any race other than the Aryan race shall use or occupy any
* building or any lot, except that this covenant shall not prevent occupancy by

. domestic servants of a different race domiciled with an- owner or tenant.




Doomnt #132613

Dated April 18, 1919
'.wJuﬂ.lszOC grltl 18, 1919
2 utnouu st L3,

This lot is sold and deed given on the express covenant that no
dwelling shall at ——- time be placed thereon of less than four rooms, shingle
roofing, drop siding, painted and plastered, or of brick, cement or stone,
and that sald premises shall never be occupied by a colored person or for

any immoral use, It is understood and agreed that these restrictions shall

run with the land, and any violation thereof shall cause the title herein

conveyed to revest in the grantiors.
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Why should we still care?



THE CHRONOLOGY OF MAJOR RACIAL/ETHNIC SEGREGATION STRATEGIES,
LAWS, AND SUPREME COURT DECISIONS, 1900-2022

BUCHANAN V. WARLEY CORRIGAN V. BUCKLEY SHELLEY V. KRAEMER BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION SAN ANTONIO V. RODRIGUEZ MILLIKEN V. BRADLEY
(1917) 1926) (1948) (1954) (1973) (1974)
Racial zoning ordinances Racial covenants are legally Racial covenants not binding States cannot make laws Property tax-funded schools do Allows de facto segregation if
violate 14th Amendment. binding contracts. in courts (but not illegal). requiring segregated schools. not violate 14th Amendment. not explicit district policy.
m ﬁ ﬁ m ﬁ “ m 19ms-present

;,' EXCLUSIONARY ZONING

FEDERAL HOUSING PROGRAMS

PRE-“BROWN” GERRYMANDERING

m m m g m m - 19ms-presem
NOMEOWNERS I.OAN CORP. ACT FEDERAL HO:SS::IG AT FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAYS ACT FAIR HOUSING ACT
(1956) (1968)
Establishes NOLG beginning of F?f';:l:wme lua‘n HOUANco. it pace of lllegal to discriminate in housing
federal role in home loans. access to homeownership. suburbanization. sales, rentals, financing.

Source: Albert Shanker Institute
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https://www.shankerinstitute.org/segfunding

Twin Cities metro home ownership

19%  33%

White families Black families

Largest gap in the country

Nationwide: Black home ownership about the same as 1968

11



Property Value
Under $100,000

$100,000 - $150,000
|

Esri, HERE, Garrmin,
community

r,,tfmm -covenanted

| $150,000 - $250,000
[ s250,000 - $350,000
I s350.000 - $500,000
I o 5500000

© OpenStreetiMap contributors, and the GIS user

Property Value
Under $100,000

$100,000 - $150,000

$150,000 - $250,000

- $250,000 - $350,000
- $350,000 - $500,000
- Over $500,000

Esri, HERE, Garmin, © OpenStreetiiap contributors, and the GIS user
community
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Uniform, granular, public data

O Search or jump to... Pullrequests Issues Codespaces Marketplace Explore

& UMNLibraries / mp-us-racial-covenants  Public <X EditPins v  @uUnwatch 10 ~ % Fork 1~ 7 S

<> Code (© Issues 19 Pullrequests (» Actions [ Projects () Security |~ Insights 8 Settings

¥ main ~ P 1branch © 0tags Go to file Add file ~ About b

Mapped racial covenants, produced by

g mikejcorey Additional Hennepin County compatibility layers 47a2639 3 weeks ago O 2 commits Mapping Prejudice volunteers and
Mapping Prejudice and collaborators
I8 mn-hennepin-county Additional Hennepin County compatibility layers 3 weeks ago nationwide.
B8 mn-ramsey-county Initial commit last month 0 Readme
I wi-milwaukee-county Initial commit last month 55 View license
" v¢ O stars
[ .gitignore Initial commit last month
® 10 watching
[9 LICENSE Initial commit last month ¥ 1fork
D README.md Additional Hennepin County compatibility layers 3 weeks ago Report repository
= README.md 4
Releases
. No releases published
U.S.racial covenants data Create anew relase
Mapped racial covenants, produced by Mapping Prejudice volunteers and Mapping Prejudice and collaborators U S raclal covenants
nationwide. Data maintained by Mapping Prejudice. Packages e .
No packages published data Un G'thUb
Current spatial and data files Fublish yous st package

Please note that these files are works in progress. Both the data and data formats are subject to change as we add
covenants and refine our processes.

These files represent the covenants that have been successfullv mapped and do not include unmapped covenants



Same file formats for each county

¥

main ~  mp-us-racial-covenants [ mn-ramsey-county /

g mikejcorey Initial commit

D 0O 0 R

covenants-mn-ramsey-county
covenants-mn-ramsey-county.csv
covenants-mn-ramsey-county.geojson

covenants-mn-ramsey-county.xIsx

Initial commit

Initial commit

Initial commit

Initial commit

U.S. racial covenants
data on Github
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Optical

Recognition

Mapping Process

Zooniverse

Digitized Map
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Stats to date

o ~14 million pages processed across 11 counties
e 60,000+ covenants mapped

e 11,000 volunteers

e 51,000 volunteer hours

e In conversation with 30+ counties across 10 states + DC
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Why crowdsourcing?

e It's more accurate

e We don’t have 300 graduate
assistants

e We do have 9,400+ volunteers

e Milwaukee: 200 - 700
transcriptions per day

e Peakin 2020: ~2,000 per day

“The 5,000 Fingers of Dr. T.,” 1953

17
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The process is the product

"This is super tough to read. It makes me emotional. And, it
counters that narrative that racism is 'imagined’
or 'doesn't exist'."

One volunteer stated that it was revelatory, so matter of fact,
that it countered the narrative of, "...just pull yourself up
by your bootstraps.”

"l wasn't surprised that it happened, but to actually see it

was eye opening” "



Guiding principles

e The purpose of covenant research is to understand the scale and nature of racial
covenants. This should be used to unmake the legacies of racial covenants and
segregation; support policymaking that repairs the harm done; prevent future
discrimination and segregation.

e Technological innovation should be in the service of facilitating, expanding and
improving the volunteer experience. Removing community crowdsource volunteers

|
»

from the process is antithetical to the Deed Machine’s goals.
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Property identification is hard

WITNESSETH, that the said party of the first part, for and in consideration of the sum of ..geven..hundred

Dollars, to it in hand paid by the said part.i.es...... of the second part,
the receipt whereof is hereby confessed and acknowledged, does by these presents grant, bargain, sell, remise, release,

alien and confirm unto the said part.ieg.. of the second part, and .théir........ heirs and assigns, foréver, all

—unat. . certain. PleRe. i OF PATCEL i of land situated and being in the Township of Pittsfield, County

excepting.Lots..34. .and.36,and.Lots..109..%0..111,inclusive,of. 0ak. Park,a. ...
Subdivision of part of the west half of Section 1,Pittsfield Township, ..

page. 6.

What is the lot, block, and addition?

Many possible answers

Only one is correct, requires context and additional research
Each individual property really matters

Statistically good is not good enough

22



WHITE SUPREMACY CULTURE HOME

(divorcing)
WHITE SUPREMACY CULTURE

Coming Home to Who We Really Are

whitesupremacyculture.info

o
o

urgency

-
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The times are urgent,
let us

slow down.

Bayo Akomolafe

The Emergence Network

A constant sense of urgency :
» makes it difficult to take time to be inclusive, encourage

democratic and/or thoughtful decision-making, to think and act
long-term, and/or to consider consequences of whatever
action we take;

frequently results in sacrificing potential allies for quick or highly
visible results, for example sacrificing interests of BIPOC people
and communities in order to win victories for white people (seen
as default or norm community);

reinforces existing power hierarchies that use the sense of
urgency to control decision-making in the name of expediency;
is reinforced by funding proposals which promise too much
work for too little money and by funders who expect too much
for too little;

privileges those who process information quickly (or think they
do);

sacrifices and erases the potential of other modes of knowing
and wisdom that require more time (embodied, intuitive,
spiritual);

encourages shame, guilt, and self-righteousness to

manipulate decision-making;

reinforces the idea that we are ruled by time, deadlines, and
needing to do things in a "timely" way often based on arbitrary



What are we trying to fix?
What are we trying to scale?

And who benefits from that? Who loses out?
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What You Can Do

Understand historical harm and its impact on your work
Ensure everyone leaves better off
Decenter systems, center people

Work on yourself

JUSTLecfs



A critical time

“The function, the very serious function of racism is distraction ... It keeps you
from doing your work. It keeps you explaining, over and over again, your reason
for being. Somebody says you have no language and you spend twenty years
proving that you do.”

— Toni Morrison, 1975, via Karen Attiah

“|Dliversity, equity and inclusion is ingrained in our values, and it advances and
elevates our mission.”

— University of Minnesota President Rebecca Cunningham, Feb. 3, 2025
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Volunteer with Mapping Prejudice

Link to https://mappingprejudice.umn/take-action/volunteer
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https://mappingprejudice.umn/take-action/volunteer

MAPPING

mappingprejudice.umn.edu
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